The Falls Village Congregational Church
January 10, 2021 10 a.m.
The Baptism of the Lord
The Reverend Richard W. Reifsnyder, Worship Leader
Welcome and Announcements
Ringing of the Bell
Prelude

THE CHURCH GATHERS TO PRAISE
Call to Worship
This is the day that the Lord has made.
We will be glad and rejoice in it.
This is the year that the Lord has begun.
We will rejoice and be glad in it.
God’s compassions never fail. They are new every morning.
Great is his faithfulness.
The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to those who
seek him.
Opening Hymn: # 595 Be Thou my Vision, vv. 1,3
Call to Prayer:
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Opening Prayer (Unison):
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you
thanks and praise your greatness. We praise your mighty works to
the whole world. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is
unparalleled, your grace is overwhelming, your love is never
failing. You promised that you will never leave or forsake us.
Confident of those truths we come to worship you in spirit and

truth. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.
Prayer of Confession (Unison)
Gracious God, we confess that we have too often forgotten that
we are yours. Sometimes we carry on our lives as if you do not exist
and thus we fall short of being a credible witness to you. For these
things we ask for your forgiveness and for strength to be more
trustworthy. Give us clear minds and open hearts so we show our
determination to follow you. Remind us to be who you would have
us to be regardless of what we are doing or who we are with.
Strengthen our relationship with you and all your children. Amen
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD
Responsive Reading
Psalm 98, p. 750.
R: Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done such marvelous
things
O Sing to the Lord a new song, for the Lord has done marvelous
things. God’s right hand and holy arm have gotten the victory.
The Lord has declared victory, and has revealed vindication in the
sight of the nations.
The Lord has remembered steadfast love and faithfulness to the house
of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God R.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
Break forth into joyous song and sing praises.
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of
melody.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise
before the Lord who reigns. R
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
The world and those who live in it.
Let the floods clap their hands;
Let the hills sing together for joy at the presence of the Lord, who

is coming to judge the earth.
The Lord will judge the world with righteousness, and the people with
equity. R
Gloria Patri

#35 in hymnal

Passing the Peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you
And also with you
Let us pass the peace
Scripture:
Prayer
Sermon:

Genesis 1:26-31
Matthew 3:13-17

Rich Reifsnyder

“Do I Really Belong?”
The Rev. Richard W. Reifsnyder

TO RESPOND IN FAITH
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE
Hymn #536, When We Ae Living, vv. 1,3
Benediction
Benediction Response
God Be With You Till We Meet Again
****************************************************************************

Scripture Lessons for January 10, 2021

GENESIS 1: 26-31
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to
our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon
the earth.” 27So God created humankind in his image, in the image of
God he created them; male and female he created them. 28God blessed
them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon
the earth.”
26

God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you
shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to
every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth,
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant
for food.” And it was so.
29

31

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

MATTHEW 3:13-17
13

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized
by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be
baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him,
“Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is
my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

