The Falls Village Congregational Church
March 7, 2021 10:00 a.m.
3rd Sunday in Lent

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon

The Reverend Richard W. Reifsnyder, Worship Leader
Welcome and Announcements
Ringing of the Church Bell
Prelude
Meditation on Wondrous Love

Old Testament Scripture: Exodus 20:1-17
New Testament Scripture: 1st Corinthians 11:17-28

Call to Worship
God sent Christ into the world, not to condemn the world, but
that the world might be saved through him.
God’s love endures forever.
For God so loved the world that he gave his only son that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
God’s love endures forever.
Let us worship God who promises us life abundant and life
eternal.
What Wondrous Love is This

Tracy Atwood
Rich Reifsnyder

Michael Larkin

THE CHURCH GATHERS TO PRAISE

Hymn 200

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD

vv. 1,3

Opening Prayer (Unison):
Prepare our hearts, O God, to hear and receive your word.
Silence in us any voice but your own, so that hearing, we may also
trust you and learn to obey your will. In Jesus name we pray.
Amen.
Prayer of Confession (Unison)
God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost.
We confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from
your way. We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure
when we are stained and great when we are small. We have
failed in love, neglected justice and ignored your truth. Have
mercy, O God, and forgive our sin. Return us to paths of
righteousness through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Prayer
Sermon:

“Table Manners”
The Rev. Richard W. Reifsnyder

TO RESPOND IN FAITH
Sacrament of Holy Communion

Invitation to Communion
Musical Preparation # O Taste and See Douglas Wagner (choir)
The Communion Prayer:
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your heads
We lift them up to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God
It is right, and a good and joyful thing.
(The Minister continues the prayer)
The Lord’s Prayer
Words of Institution
Distribution of the Elements
(Please partake of the bread individually, when it is received, as a sign
of our individual relationship to God, but hold the cup so we may drink
together, as a sign of our unity before our God)

Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison)
Gracious God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at
your table by granting us the presence of Christ. Strengthen our
faith, increase our love for one another, and send us forth into the
world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy
Spirit. Amen

THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE
Closing Hymn: # 419 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly
Benediction
Benediction Response
God Be With You Till We Meet Again

vv. 2,3

Scripture Lessons for March 7, 2021
EXODUS 20:1-17
Then God spoke all these words:
2

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out
of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 4You
shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that
is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I
the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the
iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who
reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of
those who love me and keep my commandments. 7You shall not make
wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not
acquit anyone who misuses his name. 8Remember the sabbath day, and
keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the
seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any
work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your
livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days
the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but
rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and
consecrated it.
12

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in
the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 13You shall not
murder. 14You shall not commit adultery. 15You shall not steal. 16You
shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17You shall not covet
your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or
male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.

1ST CORINTHIANS 11:17-28
17

Now in the following instructions I do not commend you, because
when you come together it is not for the better but for the worse. 18For,
to begin with, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are
divisions among you; and to some extent I believe it. 19Indeed, there
have to be factions among you, for only so will it become clear who
among you are genuine. 20When you come together, it is not really to eat
the Lord’s supper. 21For when the time comes to eat, each of you goes
ahead with your own supper, and one goes hungry and another becomes
drunk. 22What! Do you not have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you
show contempt for the church of God and humiliate those who have
nothing? What should I say to you? Should I commend you? In this
matter I do not commend you!
23

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of
bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my
body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way
he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant
in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes. 27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or
drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be answerable
for the body and blood of the Lord. 28Examine yourselves, and only then
eat of the bread and drink of the cup.

