The Falls Village Congregational Church
May 1, 2022 10:00 a.m.
3rd Sunday of Easter
The Reverend Richard W. Reifsnyder, Worship Leader
Welcome and Announcements
Ringing of the Church Bell
Choral Prelude
THE CHURCH GATHERS TO PRAISE
Call to Worship
This is the day the Lord has made.
We will rejoice and be glad in it.
Let us worship the living God in spirit and in truth.
Prayer for God’s Presence:
Risen Christ, we praise you for who you are and what you have
done. You are the healer; bring healing in this place. You are our
righteousness; bring transformation in this place. You are the
provider; increase our trust in you. You are the God who is with us;
as we worship, let us enter your presence. Amen.
Hymn #229 That Easter Day with Joy was Bright
Prayer of Confession (Unison)
Loving Lord, we are resurrection people who claim you are
alive. And yet we confess that too often we fail to recognize your
presence with us. Our days are occupied by so many tasks, worries,
and diversions, and we do not see you in the midst of everything.
Forgive us, we pray. Redirect our priorities, clear our vision, help
us to see and follow you. Amen
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Gloria Patri

Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you
And also with you.
Let us pass the peace of Christ.
TO HEAR GOD’S WORD
Scripture Readings: Acts 9:1-9
Hebrews 10:32-39
Prayer
Sermon:

Mary Atwood
Rich Reifsnyder

“A Good Enough Christian”
The Rev. Richard W. Reifsnyder

TO RESPOND IN FAITH
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation to Communion
Hymn of Preparation #417 We Place Upon Thy Table, Lord
The Communion Prayer:
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your heads
We lift them up to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God
It is right, and a good and joyful thing
(The Minister continues the prayer)
The Lord’s Prayer
Words of Institution
Distribution of the Elements
(Please partake of the bread individually, when it is received, as a sign
of our individual relationship to God, but hold the cup so we may drink
together, as a sign of our unity before our God)

Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison)
Gracious God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at
your table by granting us the presence of Christ. Strengthen our
faith, increase our love for one another, and send us forth into the
world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy
Spirit. Amen
THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE
Closing Hymn: #562 Because He Lives
Benediction
Benediction Response
God Be With You Till We Meet Again

You are invited to place your offerings as you leave in the plate at either
entrance to the church.

Scripture Lessons for May 1, 2022
ACTS 9:1-9

HEBREWS 10:32-39 (Common English Bible)

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him
for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found
any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring
them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed
around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked,
“Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom
you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and you
will be told what you are to do.” 7The men who were
traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the
voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and
though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led
him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9For three
days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

32

But remember the earlier days, after you saw the light. You
stood your ground while you were suffering from an
enormous amount of pressure. 33 Sometimes you were
exposed to insults and abuse in public. Other times you
became partners with those who were treated that way. 34 You
even showed sympathy toward people in prison and accepted
the confiscation of your possessions with joy, since you knew
that you had better and lasting possessions. 35 So don’t throw
away your confidence—it brings a great reward. 36 You need
to endure so that you can receive the promises after you do
God’s will.
37
In a little while longer,
the one who is coming will come and won’t delay;
38
but my righteous one will live by faith,
and my whole being won’t be pleased with anyone who
shrinks back.
39
But we aren’t the sort of people who timidly draw back and
end up being destroyed. We’re the sort of people who have
faith so that our whole beings are preserved.

