
The Falls Village Congregational Church 
October 23, 2022 @ 10 a.m.  

  20th Sunday after Pentecost   
The Rev. Dr. Eileen L. Epperson, Guest Worship Leader 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 

Prelude      
 

THE CHURCH GATHERS TO PRAISE 

 

Call to Worship – Hymnal #262 (reading alternately) 

   

Prayer for God’s Presence  (Unison) 

Eternal God, Creator of the universe and everything near and 

dear to us in our planetary home flying through space. We know you 

are already in this sacred space and in our lives. We are so glad to 

join together this morning and give thanks for the time to ponder 

eternal mysteries.  Make us, creatures of this time and space, willing 

collaborators with your endless grace. Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn  # 285  “How Lovely, Lord, How Lovely” 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

All:  We are vulnerable people who avoid weakness. We are 

uncertain and awkward and pretend to be strong and wise. We turn 

away from uncertain and awkward people, though much of life is 

uncertain and ambiguous. Heal us, O God, that we may be healers in 

the Name of Love. Mend our rifts, that we may be Life-Builders. 

Cleanse our resentful thoughts, that we may release them. We are 

yours, loving God. Help us know this…. (silent confession)  

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Responsive Reading – Hymnal, p. 744, Psalm 67 

Gloria Patri                                                                #35 in hymnal    

Passing of the Peace of Christ   

 The peace of Christ be with you 

 And also with you. 

 Let us pass the peace of Christ. 

 

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

Hymn # 485  “Diverse in Culture, Nation, Race” 

Scriptures: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14                    

Prayer 

Sermon:   “Living Out Loud”        The Rev. Dr. Eileen L. Epperson     

 

TO RESPOND IN FAITH 
 
Musical Offering   

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer  

                                          
THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE 

 
Hymn   # 477 “Pass It On” 

Benediction  

Benediction Response (standing in a circle around sanctuary)  

          God Be With You Till We Meet Again 

       
****************************************************************************  
You are invited to place your offerings as you leave in the plate at either 
entrance to the church.  
 
Welcome to our Guest Minister, The Rev. Dr. Eileen Epperson, 
who is leading worship while Pastor Rich is on vacation. Eileen 
has been with us in past years and is a Presbyterian minister 
(PCUSA) who’s lived in Salisbury since 2003. Her ministry is 
Spiritual Life Coaching which involves the “Living Triangle©” = 
forgiveness, authentic communication, and living with integrity. 
Eileen has degrees in literature and theology and has been active 
in interfaith dialogue for decades. She has been a college, hospital, 
nursing home and hospice chaplain, as well as an Interim minister 
in several churches. Welcome Eileen!  
www.forgivenesscoaching.com   

http://www.forgivenesscoaching.com/


  

 



 

 

Scripture Readings – October 23, 2022 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

6 For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my 

departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished 

the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me 

the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 

will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all 

who have loved his appearing. 

6 At my first defense no one took my part; all deserted me. May it 

not be charged against them! 17 But the Lord stood by me and 

gave me strength to proclaim the message fully, that all the 

Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18 

The Lord will rescue me from every evil and save me for his 

heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Luke 18:9-14 

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that 

they were righteous and despised others: 10 “Two men went up 

into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 

collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 

‘God, I thank thee that I am not like other men, extortioners, 

unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a 

week, I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, 

standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat 

his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, 

this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for 

every one who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who 

humbles himself will be exalted.” 



 

 


