The Falls Village Congregational Church
October 9, 2022 10 a.m.
18th Sunday after Pentecost
The Reverend Richard W. Reifsnyder, Worship Leader
Welcome and Announcements
Ringing of the Bell
Prelude - Great is Thy Faithfulness - arr. J. Carter

THE CHURCH GATHERS TO PRAISE
Call to Worship – Psalm 27
The Lord is my light and my salvation
Whom shall I fear.
The Lord is the stronghold of my life
Of whom shall I be afraid?
Though a host encamp against me
My heart will not fear
Though war arise against me
Yet I will be confident
Prayer for God’s Presence (Unison)
O God, help us to feel your presence in worship and
everywhere we go today--to see you in everyone we meet, to sense you
in all that we hear, to reflect you in all that we do, to trust you in
all we experience, to speak of and for you in all that we say, to thank
you for everything today and every day. Amen.
Opening Hymn #86 “Great is Thy Faithfulness”
Prayer of Confession (Unison)
Loving God: your son Jesus grew in wisdom and in years and in
human and divine favor. We confess that too often we do not work
at growing in the faith, but are content to remain babes in our
knowledge and service. Forgive us, and help us to be full and mature
Christians, growing in faith and love. This we ask in the name of
Jesus. Amen.
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon

Responsive Reading – Psalm 104:1-13, p. 754
Gloria Patri
#35 in hymnal
Passing of the Peace of Christ
The peace of Christ be with you
And also with you.
Let us pass the peace of Christ.

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD
Scripture:

Prayer
Sermon:

Isaiah 55:1-9
Luke 18:1-8

Maria Bulson
Rich Reifsnyder

“The Persistence of Prayer”
The Rev. Richard W. Reifsnyder

TO RESPOND IN FAITH
Musical Offering - Day by Day - M. How
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE
Hymn #536

“When We Are Living “

Benediction
Benediction Response
God Be With You Till We Meet Again
****************************************************************************

You are invited to place your offerings as you leave in the plate at either
entrance to the church.

Scripture Lessons for October 9, 2022

ISAIAH 55:6-12
6

Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while
he is near; 7let the wicked forsake their way, and the
unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he
may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 9For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 10For as the
rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return
there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth
and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11so
shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not
return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I
purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 12For you
shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and
the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the
field shall clap their hands.

LUKE 18: 1-8
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always
and not to lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a
judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3In
that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and
saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 4For a while
he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear
of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not
wear me out by continually coming.’” 6And the Lord said,
“Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant
justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will
he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant
justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he
find faith on earth?”

