The Falls Village Congregational Church
November 13, 2022 10 a.m.
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
The Reverend Richard W. Reifsnyder, Worship Leader
Welcome and Announcements
Ringing of the Bell
Prelude - Brethren, We Have Met to Worship - arr. Melody Bober

THE CHURCH GATHERS TO PRAISE
Call to Worship – from Ecclesiastes 3
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven
A time to be born and a time to die;
A time to plant, and a time to plunk up what is planted;
A time to kill and a time to heal;
A time to weep and a time to laugh;
A time to keep and a time to throw away;
A time to keep silence and a time to speak;
A time to love and a time to hate;
A time for war and a time for peace.
God has made everything suitable for its time.
Prayer for God’s Presence (Unison)
Lord of life and love: Help us to worship you in the holiness of
beauty, that some beauty of holiness may appear in us. Quiet our
souls in your presence with the stillness of a wise trust. Lift us above
dark moods and the shadow of sin, into your light, that we may know
your will for our lives. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Opening Hymn #272 “The Church’s One Foundation”
Prayer of Confession (Unison)
Almighty God: We give you praise you that in your infinite love
and mercy you call us to a new life in Christ. Forgive us for the ways
we have been content to settle for the old life, the selfish desires and
the brokenness of our relationships. Keep your vision of holiness
before us and move us by the power of your Holy Spirit to true

repentance. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Responsive Reading – Psalm 99:1-5, p.751
Gloria Patri
#35 in hymnal
Passing of the Peace of Christ
The peace of Christ be with you
And also with you.
Let us pass the peace of Christ.

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD
Scripture:

Prayer
Sermon:

II Kings 2:19-25
Ephesians 6:10-20

Mary Atwood
Rich Reifsnyder

“Thick Skinned Faith for Thin Skinned People”
The Rev. Richard W. Reifsnyder

TO RESPOND IN FAITH
Musical Offering - Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee - arr. Sally deFord
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE
Hymn #323 “Wonderful Words of Life”
Benediction
Benediction Response
God Be With You Till We Meet Again
****************************************************************************

You are invited to place your offerings as you leave in the plate at either
entrance to the church.

Scripture Lessons for November 13, 2022
II KINGS 2:19-25
Now the people of the city said to Elisha, “The location of
this city is good, as my lord sees; but the water is bad, and the
land is unfruitful.” 20He said, “Bring me a new bowl, and put
salt in it.” So they brought it to him. 21Then he went to the
spring of water and threw the salt into it, and said, “Thus says
the LORD, I have made this water wholesome; from now on
neither death nor miscarriage shall come from it.” 22So the
water has been wholesome to this day, according to the word
that Elisha spoke. 23He went up from there to Bethel; and while
he was going up on the way, some small boys came out of the
city and jeered at him, saying, “Go away, baldhead! Go away,
baldhead!” 24When he turned around and saw them, he cursed
them in the name of the LORD. Then two she-bears came out of
the woods and mauled forty-two of the boys. 25From there he
went on to Mount Carmel, and then returned to Samaria.
19

EPHESIANS 6:10-20
10

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his
power. 11Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is
not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God,
so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and
having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and
fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the
breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on
whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of
peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which
you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil
one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God. 18Pray in the Spirit at all times in
every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and
always persevere in supplication for all the saints.
19

Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be
given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the
gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I
may declare it boldly, as I must speak.

