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Welcome and Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 

Prelude - O Come, O Come Emmanuel - arr. J. Carter 
 

THE CHURCH GATHERS TO PRAISE 
 

Call to Worship (from Philippians 4) 

Rejoice in the Lord always; 

Again I will say, “rejoice.”   

Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  

The Lord is near.  

Let us worship the God who promises us joy.   

 

Prayer of Adoration and for God’s Presence  (Unison):  

Lord, the message of Jesus’ arrival brings joy to our world! 

Reach those who do not know this good news and who find no 

healing hope in the promise of the gospel. Allow your message of 

peace to bring comfort to our anxious world. In all the busyness of  

the holiday season, let this word of great joy pierce through the 

noise and into our hearts. Amen.   

  

Hymn   #119 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

       God of the future: You are coming in power to bring all 

nations under your rule.  We confess that we have not expected 

your kingdom, for we live casual lives and ignore your promised 

judgment.  We accept lies as truth, ignore neighbors, fail to care 

for the earth and refuse your justice and peace.  In your mercy, 

forgive us.  Grant us the wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek 

things that will endure.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.     

Silent Confession  

Assurance of Pardon  
 

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

Responsive Reading --“The Coming of God,” p. 123 

Gloria Patri                                                                #35 in hymnal 

  

Passing the Peace of Christ:  

  The Peace of Christ be with you 

 And also with you 

  Let us pass the peace 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath      Barry and Rowena Fenstermacher  

New Testament Reading: Matthew 11:2-11                Rich Reifsnyder

    

Prayer 

Sermon:       “Tired of Waiting” 

 
TO RESPOND IN FAITH 

 

Musical Offering - Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus –  

from the Sacred Harp 

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer  

                                          
THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE 

 
Hymn   #122 “Comfort, Comfort You My People”  

 Benediction  

 Benediction Response  

          God Be With You Till We Meet Again 
        

 

You are invited to place your offerings as you leave in the plate at 
either entrance to the church.                                      

 

 



 

 
 

 

  



3rd Sunday in Advent – December 11, 2022 

Lighting of Candle of Joy 

Today we relight the first two candles of the Advent wreath. 

The candle of HOPE and the candle of PEACE.  

 

Now we light the third candle of Advent. This is the candle 

of JOY. As the coming of Jesus, our Savior, draws nearer, 

our joy builds with our anticipation of his birth.  

 

From the Book of Isaiah, we read the words of the prophet:  

"But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I 

am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a 

delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem and delight in my 

people..…The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion 

shall eat straw like the ox… they shall not hurt or destroy in 

all my holy mountain." -- Isaiah 65:18-19, 28   

  

Hymn 142, v. 3:  People, Look East 

 

Let us pray (unison):  

We joyfully praise you, O Lord, for the fulfillment of 

your promise of a Savior and what that means in our 

lives. Thank you for the gift of salvation through the 

birth of your son, Jesus. Create us anew as we wait, and 

help us to see your glory as you fill our lives with your 

living Spirit. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

MATTHEW 11:2-11 

 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he 

sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one 

who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus 

answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and 

see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 

are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 

have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone 

who takes no offense at me.” 

7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 

about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look 

at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to 

see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear 

soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to 

see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I 

am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 

your way before you.’ 11Truly I tell you, among those born 

of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 

yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

 

  

http://www.natpresch.org/bible.php?text=Isa+65:18


 


