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Greeting and Welcome       

Ringing of the Church Bell 

Prelude - Praise to the Lord, the Almighty - arr. J. Carter      
  

THE CHURCH GATHERS TO PRAISE 
 

Call to Worship (from Lavon Baylor) 

 

Leader: God’s spirit is moving among us; give thanks! 

Our God is about to do a new thing in our midst. 

 

Together: How good it is to be chosen by God; 

we gather to sing our praises and thanks. 

 

Leader: God has done great things for us; we are glad! 

Now God is pointing us toward new goals. 

 

Together: We are waiting to hear what God would have us do; 

we are ready to risk new behaviors to be faithful. 

 

Leader: Into the wilderness of our lives comes living water. 

Into the sorrow of our days comes reason for joy. 

 

Together: Forgetting what lies behind, we greet our future. 

We press on, responding to the upward call of Christ. 

  

Prayer for God’s Presence (Unison):  

 

O God, through your grace and by the power of your holy spirit, 

you pour your best gift of love into the hearts of your faithful 

people. In this time of worship, grant to us strength of both mind 

and body, that we may love you fully; and that today we may be 

inspired to live into this world doing those things which are pleasing 

in your sight. This we pray through Christ Jesus our Lord, Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn: #25 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 

Together: O God, we confess that we are dreamers more intent on 

our own importance than on your vision for us.  We like our 

favored position on this earth, and we are jealous of those who have 

even more than we.  We want to rise above others rather than 

reaching out with helping hands, that all might be uplifted by you.  

We pray for pardon, for greater insight, for another chance to live 

and serve with faithfulness.  This we pray through Christ Jesus our 

Lord, Amen. 

 

Silent Confession  

Assurance of Pardon  

 

Responsive - Psalm 91   (see insert) 

Gloria Patri   

Passing of the Peace 

 The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you 

  

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

Scripture:   Philippians 1:1-7  Frank Hadsell 

   John 17:1-5 Rev. Dr. D. Elizabeth Mauro 

  

Prayer 

Sermon:        “The Hour Has Come”  

          The Rev. Dr. D. Elizabeth Mauro     

 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS IN FAITH 
 

Offertory Anthem - Think on These Things - M. Patterson 

  



Prayers of the People/ The Lord’s Prayer     

 

THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE 
 

Closing Hymn:  #272  “The Church’s One Foundation” 

 

Benediction  

 Benediction Response  

          God Be With You Till We Meet Again  

*********************************************************          
  You are invited to place your offerings as you leave in the plate at 
either entrance to the church.       

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 91 

Leader:  You who live in the shelter of the Most High, 

    who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 
 

Response:  we will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress;   

my God, in whom I trust.” 

Leader: For God will deliver you from the snare of the hunter  

and from the deadly pestilence; 
  

Response: God will cover us with his pinions, 

    and under his wings we will find refuge; 

    God's faithfulness is a shield and defense. 

Leader: You will not fear the terror of the night 

    or the arrow that flies by day 
 

Response: or the pestilence that stalks in darkness 

    or the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
  

Leader: A thousand may fall at your side, 

    ten thousand at your right hand, 

    but it will not come near you. 
  

Response: no evil shall befall us,  

    no scourge come near us. 
  

Leader: For God will command his angels concerning you 

 to guard you in all your ways. 

  

Response: On their hands they will bear us up, 

    so that we will not dash our feet against a stone. 

 Leader: Those who love God, he will deliver; 

    God will protect those who know his name. 
 

Response: When we call God will answer  

and we will be satisfied with the grace of God's salvation. 

  



Scripture Lessons for March 12, 2023 

 

PHILIPPIANS 1:1-7 

Salutation 

1 Paul and Timothy, servants[a] of Christ Jesus, 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the 

bishops[b] and deacons: 
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Paul’s Prayer for the Philippians 
3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every 

prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 thankful 

for your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 

now. 6 And I am sure that he who began a good work in you will 

bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me 

to feel thus about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you 

are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and 

in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.   

 

 

JOHN 17:1-5 

Jesus Prays for His Disciples 

17 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to 

heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify thy Son that 

the Son may glorify thee, 2 since thou hast given him power over 

all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom thou hast given 

him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know thee the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. 4 I glorified thee on 

earth, having accomplished the work which thou gavest me to 

do; 5 and now, Father, glorify thou me in thy own presence with 

the glory which I had with thee before the world was made.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-7&version=RSV#fen-RSV-29340a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A1-7&version=RSV#fen-RSV-29340b


 


