The Falls Village Congregational Church
July 16, 2023 10 a.m.
7th Sunday after Pentecost
The Reverend Richard W. Reifsnyder, Worship Leader

Welcome and Announcements
Ringing of the Bell
Prelude - Gavotte - G. B. Martini

THE CHURCH GATHERS TO PRAISE

Call to Worship —
The work of the Creator is visible.
Let us respond with praise.
The example of Jesus is apparent.
Let us respond with obedience.
The wind of the Spirit is blowing
Let us respond with joy.
The word of God is calling.
Let us worship in spirit and in truth.

Opening Prayer (Unison):

Thank you, God, for bringing us together on this spiritual
journey. Guide us as we travel the road that brings us closer to you.
Be with us to celebrate our triumphs and encourage us as we grow
weary. Wherever we are on this journey, give us the grace to feel
your presence and to know that your love is always with us. Amen.

Opening Hymn: #59 “This is My Father’s World”

Prayer of Confession

Merciful God: You love us, but we do not always express that
love. You call us but we do not always listen. We walk away from
our neighbors in need, wrapped up in our own concerns. God of
grace, help us to admit our sin, so that as you move toward us in
mercy, we may repent, turn to you, and receive forgiveness through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD

Responsive Reading
Gloria Patri
Passing the Peace of Christ:
The Peace of Christ be with you
And also, with you
Let us pass the peace

Psalm 146, p. 766
#35 in hymnal

Frank Hadsell
Rich Reifsnyder

Scripture:  Genesis 27:1-29
Genesis 27:30-45
Prayer
Sermon: “Unfinished Business”
The Rev. Richard W. Reifsnyder

TO RESPOND IN FAITH
Offertory — Take My Life That | May Be - Mark Sedio

Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE
Hymn #589 “Lord, I Want to be a Christian™

Benediction
Benediction Response- God Be with You till We Meet Again
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Your tithes and offerings may be left in the plates at either entrance to the
sanctuary.



59 Psalm 146

This Is My Father’s World

Luke 6:20, adapt.

morn - ing light, the  flow - ers bright, de- clare their Mak-er’s praise.
though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the rul- er yet.
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God trusts us with this world, to All
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keep it clean and fair.
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; God’s hands the won- ders wrought.

rust- ling grass I ~ hear God pass, who speaks to me ev-ery- where.
earth and trees, the skies and seas, God’s crea- tures ev - ery - where.
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I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
Do not put your trust in rulers,
in mortals, in whom there is no help.
When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.
Happy are those whose help is the God of Israel,

4t — b . e : 'h .4 | i whose hope is in the Lorp their God,
’\5‘\, = i_, o s o 51 '#: ¢ who made heaven and earth,
) hd T R g I = the sea, and all that is in them;
This is my Fa-ther’s world; I rest me in the thought of who keeps faith forever;
Our God has made this world and shines in all that’s fair; in d who executes justice for the oppressed;

who gives food to the hungry. R

The Lorbp sets the prisoners free;
and opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lorp lifts up those who are bowed down,
and loves the righteous.
The Lorp watches over the strangers,
and upholds the orphan and the widow,
but brings to ruin the way of the wicked.
The Lorp will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the Lorn! R
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2. This is my Fa-ther’s world; the birds their car - ols raise, the T ——
3. Our God has made this world; oh, let us ne’er for - get that Bless- ed are the poorand need-y, for God’s jus-tice sure-ly is theirs.
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. _ _ Praise the Lorp, O my soul!
na - ture sings and round me rings the mu - sic of the spheres. 2 I will praise the Lorp as long as I live;




Scripture Lesson for July 16, 2023
GENESIS 27:1-29; 30-45

When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called his
elder son Esau and said to him, “My son”; and he answered, “Here I am.” “He
said, “See, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. *Now then, take your
weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field, and hunt game for
me. “Then prepare for me savory food, such as I like, and bring it to me to eat,
so that I may bless you before I die.” °Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac
spoke to his son Esau. So when Esau went to the field to hunt for game and
bring it,

®Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I heard your father say to your brother

Esau, "“Bring me game, and prepare for me savory food to eat, that I may bless
you before the LORD before I die.” °Now therefore, my son, obey my word as |
command you. °Go to the flock, and get me two choice kids, so that I may
prepare from them savory food for your father, such as he likes; *°and you shall
take it to your father to eat, so that he may bless you before he dies.” *'But Jacob
said to his mother Rebekah, “Look, my brother Esau is a hairy man, and [ am a
man of smooth skin. *?Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be
mocking him, and bring a curse on myself and not a blessing.” **His mother said
to him, “Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my word, and go, get them
for me.” *So he went and got them and brought them to his mother; and his
mother prepared savory food, such as his father loved. **Then Rebekah took the
best garments of her elder son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put
them on her younger son Jacob; *°and she put the skins of the kids on his hands
and on the smooth part of his neck. *’Then she handed the savory food, and the
bread that she had prepared, to her son Jacob.

S0 he went in to his father, and said, “My father”; and he said, “Here I am;
who are you, my son?” **Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I
have done as you told me; now sit up and eat of my game, so that you may bless
me.” “’But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my
son?” He answered, “Because the LORD your God granted me success.” ?“Then
Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near, that I may feel you, my son, to know whether
you are really my son Esau or not.” °So Jacob went up to his father Isaac, who
felt him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of
Esau.” “’He did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother
Esau’s hands; so he blessed him. *“He said, “Are you really my son Esau?” He
answered, “I am.” “Then he said, “Bring it to me, that I may eat of my son’s
game and bless you.” So he brought it to him, and he ate; and he brought him

wine, and he drank. °Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near and kiss me,
my son.” ?’So he came near and kissed him; and he smelled the smell of his
garments, and blessed him, and said, “Ah, the smell of my son is like the smell
of a field that the LORD has blessed. “°May God give you of the dew of heaven,
and of the fatness of the earth, and plenty of grain and wine. ’Let peoples serve
you, and nations bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and may your
mother’s sons bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, and
blessed be everyone who blesses you!”

*“As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, when Jacob had scarcely gone
out from the presence of his father Isaac, his brother Esau came in from his
hunting. *He also prepared savory food, and brought it to his father. And he said
to his father, “Let my father sit up and eat of his son’s game, so that you may
bless me.” *’His father Isaac said to him, “Who are you?” He answered, “I am
your firstborn son, Esau.” **Then Isaac trembled violently, and said, “Who was
it then that hunted game and brought it to me, and | ate it all before you came,
and I have blessed him? —yes, and blessed he shall be!” **When Esau heard his
father’s words, he cried out with an exceedingly great and bitter cry, and said to
his father, “Bless me, me also, father!” **But he said, “Your brother came
deceitfully, and he has taken away your blessing.” *Esau said, “Is he not rightly
named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these two times. He took away my
birthright; and look, now he has taken away my blessing.” Then he said, “Have
you not reserved a blessing for me?”” *'Isaac answered Esau, “I have already
made him your lord, and | have given him all his brothers as servants, and with
grain and wine | have sustained him. What then can | do for you, my

son?” *Esau said to his father, “Have you only one blessing, father? Bless me,
me also, father!” And Esau lifted up his voice and wept. **Then his father Isaac
answered him: “See, away from the fatness of the earth shall your home be, and
away from the dew of heaven on high. “°By your sword you shall live, and you
shall serve your brother; but when you break loose, you shall break his yoke
from your neck.”

“‘Now Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had
blessed him, and Esau said to himself, “The days of mourning for my father are
approaching; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” “’But the words of her elder son
Esau were told to Rebekah; so she sent and called her younger son Jacob and
said to him, “Your brother Esau is consoling himself by planning to kill

you. “*“Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; flee at once to my brother Laban
in Haran, ““and stay with him a while, until your brother’s fury turns

away— “until your brother’s anger against you turns away, and he forgets what
you have done to him; then I will send, and bring you back from there. Why
should I lose both of you in one day?”



589 Lord, I Want to Be a Christian

1. Lord, I want to be a Chris-tian in-a
2. Lord, I want to be more lov-ing in-a
3. Lord, I want to be like

Je - sus in-a

my heart, in-a my heart,
my heart, in-a my heart,
my heart, in-a my heart,
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be more
be like
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Lord,I want to be Chris- tian heart. (in-a my heart.)
Lord,I want to be more lov-ing in- heart. (in-a my heart.)
Lord,I want to be like Je- sus in-a my heart. (in-a my heart.)
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