The Falls Village Congregational Church
August 6, 2023 10:00 a.m.
10t Sunday after Pentecost
The Reverend Richard W. Reifsnyder, Worship Leader

Welcome and Announcements
Ringing of the Church Bell
Choral Prelude — I Am Light,I Am Life, | Am Love by Mary McDonald

THE CHURCH GATHERS TO PRAISE

Call to Worship
God of the prophets, call to us today.
Call us into your ways of love, justice and righteousness.
God of the poets, remind us again how much you love us.
Sing to us your ways of love, justice and righteousness.
God of the disciples, teach us how to follow you.
Teach us your ways of love, justice and righteousness.
God of all creation, help us to know your ways.
We gather to hear your call, to sing your praise, to teach
each other, to pray and worship as the body of Christ.

Prayer for God’s Presence:

This day, O Lord, we bow down to you. We bow to your power
and your glory, to your everlasting love. And by your power, we
stand tall, tall for the truth, tall for the gospel, tall for justice and
compassion. We bow low and we stand tall. May we this day, in
our bowing and our standing, in this time of worship, know your
grace. Amen.

Hymn #75 “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”

Prayer of Confession (Unison)

Lord Jesus Christ, we remember with gratitude those people
who generously sowed the seeds of faith in our lives. We confess the
times we fail to involve ourselves in planting any seeds of faith in the
lives of others; the times when our personal agendas become more
important than yours; the times when we have denied others the
opportunity to expand their faith through our lack of interest or

involvement; the times when our lives become so entangled with the
values of the world that we forget what you have said and done and
promised. Lord Jesus Christ, we know that when we become
disconnected from you, our lives become parched and unfruitful
and our faith becomes stunted and dry. Renew our lives, we pray, so
that we remain connected to you at all times and in all places,
strengthening our faith to expand and, growing strongly and
vigorously, to bear the fruit of your mercy, your love, your undying
life. Amen.

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon

Gloria Patri

Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you
And also with you.
Let us pass the peace of Christ.

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD

Scripture Readings: Genesis 37:1-11
Matthew 14:13-21

Linda Ryan
Rich Reifsnyder

Prayer
Sermon:

“Growing Up Well”
TO RESPOND IN FAITH
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation to Communion
Hymn of Preparation “Come to the Table of Grace”
The Communion Prayer:
The Lord be with you

And also with you
Lift up your heads



We lift them up to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God
Itis right, and a good and joyful thing
(The Minister continues the prayer)

The Lord’s Prayer

Words of Institution

Distribution of the Elements

(Please partake of the bread individually, when it is received, as a sign
of our individual relationship to God, but hold the cup so we may drink
together, as a sign of our unity before our God)

Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison)

Gracious God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at
your table by granting us the presence of Christ. Strengthen our
faith, increase our love for one another, and send us forth into the

world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy
Spirit. Amen

THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE
Closing Hymn: #566 “Be Still My Soul”’
Benediction

Benediction Response
God Be with You till We Meet Again

You are invited to place your offerings as you leave in the plate at either
entrance to the church.
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I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry
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Scripture Lessons for August 6, 2023

GENESIS 37:1-11

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land
of Canaan. “This is the story of the family of Jacob. Joseph, being
seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was
a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph
brought a bad report of them to their father. °Now Israel loved Joseph
more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old
age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. “But when his
brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they
hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.

°Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they
hated him even more. °He said to them, “Listen to this dream that I
dreamed. 'There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Suddenly my
sheaf rose and stood upright; then your sheaves gathered around it, and
bowed down to my sheaf.” °His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to
reign over us? Are you indeed to have dominion over us?” So they hated
him even more because of his dreams and his words. “He had another
dream, and told it to his brothers, saying, “Look, I have had another
dream: the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to

me.” °But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father
rebuked him, and said to him, “What kind of dream is this that you have
had? Shall we indeed come, | and your mother and your brothers, and
bow to the ground before you?” *'So his brothers were jealous of him,
but his father kept the matter in mind.



MATTHEW 14:13-21

“*Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a
deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed
him on foot from the towns. *“When he went ashore, he saw a great
crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. *When it
was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted
place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may
go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” *°Jesus said to them,
“They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” *'They
replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” **And he
said, “Bring them here to me.” **Then he ordered the crowds to sit down
on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to
heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. “°And all ate and
were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces,
twelve baskets full. ?*And those who ate were about five thousand men,
besides women and children.
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Come to the Table of Grace
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*Additional stanzas:
2 peace; 3 love; 4 joy; 5 hope
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Trust in your God, your sav-ior and your guide,
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