
The Falls Village Congregational Church 
September 24, 2023 10 a.m.  
17th Sunday after Pentecost  

The Reverend Terrence Ryan, Worship Leader 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 

Prelude - Great is Thy Faithfulness - arr. J. Carter 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS TO PRAISE 

 

Call to Worship –  

God’s Spirit is moving among us: thanks be to God! 

 

How good it is to be chosen by God; we gather to sing and to 

give thanks. 

 

The Lord has done great things.  Now the Lord is calling us to 

confront hatred with love, compassion, and mercy. 

 

The Scriptures show us the way. Am I ready to risk the slings 

and arrows of those who bear bitterness and hatred for people 

who are different than they are? 

 

Will we dare the wilderness of the times we live in?  Will we love 

those who are convinced that we who follow Christ are fools? 

 

We know what is behind us. We do not know what awaits us 

around the next turn in the path. 

 

Then, onward to Glory we go! 

 

Prayer for God’s Presence (Unison):  

Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us.  Strengthen us to stand 

for what is good.  Give us the words to speak, the joy to live, and 

that love to care about our neighbors and our fellow pilgrims who 

are hard at sea who seek a new beginning.  Enter our hearts as we 

worship, as we give You our praise, and, most of all, as we give our 

thanksgiving.  Amen.  

 
Opening Hymn: #112 “Holy Ground” 

 

Prayer of Confession  

   Loving and Almighty God, many times we think we love 

you well, but we deceive ourselves. We confess our love for you is 

diluted and divided. Our attention falls away. Our devotion dies. 

Our commitment withers. Forgive us, O God. In your deep mercy, 

spare us. Rekindle our love for you as we experience your love for 

us through the grace of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen.  

 

Silent Confession  

Personal prayer of confession (in unison): 

 I have fallen short of the mark and often times miss the 

target of a sacred life.  Give us humility to face the truth, courage 

to choose to live in Jesus’ name, and the faith to trust Him now and 

forever. 

 

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 

Responsive Reading       Psalm 139:1-2,  page 765 

Gloria Patri            #35 in hymnal    

Passing the Peace of Christ:  

  The Peace of Christ be with you 

 And also, with you 

  Let us pass the peace 

   

Scripture:       Ezekiel 37:1-14  Frank Hadsell   

  John 8: 34-38   Rev. Terrence Ryan 

Prayer 

Sermon:         “Living or Dying”   

The Rev. Terrence Ryan     



 

TO RESPOND IN FAITH 

 

Offertory Hymn  #86  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”   (all) 

Pastoral Prayer 

Prayers of the People / The Lord’s Prayer 

                                          

THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE 

 

Hymn   #589 “Lord I Want To Be a Christian” 

 

Benediction  

Benediction Response-   God Be with You till We Meet Again  

       

***************************************************** 

Your tithes and offerings may be left in the plates at either entrance to 

the sanctuary.    



 

 



 

Scripture Lessons for September 24, 2023 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The Valley of Dry Bones 

37 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me 

out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle 

of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around 

them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they 

were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 

live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said 

to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry 

bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God 

to these bones: I will cause breath[a] to enter you, and you 

shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to 

come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath[b] in 

you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the 

Lord.” 

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I 

prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the 

bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there 

were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and 

skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9 

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 

mortal, and say to the breath:[c] Thus says the Lord God: 

Come from the four winds, O breath,[d] and breathe upon 

these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 

lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 



11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole 

house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our 

hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore 

prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am 

going to open your graves and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of 

Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord when I 

open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my 

people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 

and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 

that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 

John 8: 34-38 

34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone 

who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have 

a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 

forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 

indeed. 37 I know that you are descendants of Abraham, yet 

you look for an opportunity to kill me because there is no 

place in you for my word. 38 I declare what I have seen in the 

Father’s presence; as for you, you should do what you have 

heard from the Father.” 

 



 


