
The Falls Village Congregational Church 
October 15, 2023 10 a.m.  

20th Sunday after Pentecost  
The Reverend Richard W. Reifsnyder, Worship Leader 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 

Prelude - Moderato - F. Mendelssohn 
 

THE CHURCH GATHERS TO PRAISE 

 

Call to Worship – (from Romans 11) 

      Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!     

      How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his  

             ways! 

    For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his  

            counselor? 

     Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid? 

     For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

     To him be glory forever. Amen.  
  

Opening Prayer (Unison):  

    Living Lord: you come to us at whatever place we may be in our 

spiritual journey.  You are waiting for us, ready to welcome us, 

eager to respond to us who are carrying heavy burdens or who 

need inspiration for life.   Be with us as we worship, so that at 

whatever place we may be, you may lift our hearts into your 

healing and transforming presence.  Amen. .  

 
Opening Hymn: #16 “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  

 

Prayer of Confession  

   Almighty God, we acknowledge and confess that we have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed; we have not loved 

you with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength; we have not 

loved our neighbor as ourselves. Deepen within us our sorrow for 

the wrong we have done, and the good we have left undone. 

Forgive us and renew within us your Holy Spirit that we might be 

your faithful disciples.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.   

Silent Confession  

Assurance of Pardon  

 

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 

Responsive Reading       Psalm 122, p. 761  

Gloria Patri            #35 in hymnal    

Passing the Peace of Christ:  

  The Peace of Christ be with you 

 And also, with you 

  Let us pass the peace 

   

Scripture:      Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18 Rowena Fenstermacher    

  Matthew 18: 15-20  Rich Reifsnyder 

Prayer 

Sermon:          “Letting the Church Be the Church”    

The Rev. Richard W. Reifsnyder     

 

TO RESPOND IN FAITH 

 

Offertory – Song of Fellowship - D. Wagner 

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

                                          

THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE 

 

Hymn   #272  “The Church’s One Foundation”  

 

Benediction  

Benediction Response-   God Be with You till We Meet Again  

       

***************************************************** 

Your tithes and offerings may be left in the plates at either entrance to 

the sanctuary.    



  
 



Scripture Lessons for October 15, 2023 

LEVITICUS 19: 1-2, 11-18  

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2Speak to all the 

congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You 

shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 

11You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and you 

shall not lie to one another. 12And you shall not swear falsely 

by my name, profaning the name of your God: I am 

the LORD. 13You shall not defraud your neighbor; you shall 

not steal; and you shall not keep for yourself the wages of a 

laborer until morning. 14You shall not revile the deaf or put a 

stumbling block before the blind; you shall fear your God: I 

am the LORD. 15You shall not render an unjust judgment; 

you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with 

justice you shall judge your neighbor. 16You shall not go 

around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not 

profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the LORD. 17You 

shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall 

reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt ourself. 18You 

shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of 

your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I 

am the LORD. 

 

 

 

 

MATTHEW 18: 15-20 

15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and 

point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the 

member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if 

you are not listened to, take one or two others along with 

you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence 

of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to 

them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to 

listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 

Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you 

bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell 

you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it 

will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where 

two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 

them.” 

  



 

 


