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Welcome and Announcements         

Ringing of the Church Bell 

Prelude – Of the Father's Love Begotten - arr. P. Rodriguez 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS TO PRAISE 

 

Call to Worship (from Isaiah 9) 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

Authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father,  

The Prince of Peace..   

 

Prayer for God’s Presence:  

     Loving Savior, we wait for your coming. The house has been 

decorated. The tree is trimmed.  There are presents under the tree. 

The guests have been invited. The ingredients for a sumptuous meal 

have been purchased. Now fill us with an overflowing love for you 

and for one another. Come into our waiting hearts and prepare us 

to welcome you as we celebrate the day of your birth. Amen.  

 

Hymn #142 “People Look East” 

 

Prayer of Confession  

           Almighty God, light of the world, you caused light to shine 

out of darkness in the advent of Jesus our Christ; you constantly 

open to us the ways we are to prepare. We confess our unwillingness 

to see the light and to walk in your ways. We have not always 

opened our eyes to the needs of others, and our feet have wandered 

from the paths of justice and peace. We ask that the spirit of Christ 

be born anew within us, that our hearts be stirred to glorify the 

nativity with acts of compassion and service. Amen.   

Silent Confession  

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Responsive Reading – The Peaceful Realm, #126 

Gloria Patri 

  

Passing of the Peace 

 The peace of Christ be with you 

 And also with you. 

 Let us pass the peace of Christ.    

 

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath  Susan Kelsey and Sherry Newman  

 #121 “Prepare the Way of the Lord” 2x 

Scripture Reading: Luke 1:26-38  Rich Reifsnyder 

Prayer 

Sermon:       “What’s in a Promise?”    Rev. Dr. Richard Reifsnyder 

                           

TO RESPOND IN FAITH 

 

The Offertory -- Rise Up, Shepherd and Follow - arr. G. Gilpin  

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE 

 

Closing Hymn: #143 “Joy to the World”    

 

Benediction  

Benediction Response (gather in a circle around the sanctuary)  

          God Be with You till We Meet Again  

 

 

You are invited to place your offerings as you leave in the plate at either 
entrance to the church.     



 

 

  



The Fourth Sunday of Advent – The Candle of Love 

Every year we light candles as we prepare for the coming of Christ. 

More and more candles, more and more light, 

as we watch and wait for Jesus, the Light of the World. 

Today we relight the candles of hope, peace, and joy (relight two purple 

and the pink candles) and light the candle of love.  Love truly makes the 

world go round, the love of God, selfless and sacrificial, poured into our 

hearts.  The ancients commented about the first Christians, “see how 

they love one another,” and at our best it is still true.  

(Light the 4th (purple) candle) 

Listen to God’s promises made to the lineage of David in 2 Samuel 7: 8-

10, 16 

8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says 

the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the 

sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you 

wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; 

and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of 

the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will 

plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no 

more… 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 

before me; your throne shall be established forever. 

Let us pray together 

God of Promise, come into our darkness. 

Renew your hope, your peace, your joy, your love in us, 

for you alone bring life out of death. 

Song: “Prepare the Way of the Lord”  J. Berthier (Taizé Community) 

             Prepare the way of the Lord, Prepare the way of the Lord 

  And all the people will see the salvation or our God (2x) 

LUKE 1: 26-38 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 

Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he 

came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 

you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 

sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 

and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 

be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 

virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 

child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, 

your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this 

is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will 

be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of 

the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 

departed from her. 

  



 


