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The Reverend Richard W. Reifsnyder, Worship Leader 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 

Prelude – O Come, All Ye Faithful - arr. J. Carter 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS TO PRAISE 

 

Call to Worship  ( from Isaiah 40) 

 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the 

everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  

God does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is 

unsearchable; He gives power to the faint and strengthens 

the powerless.  

Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall 

exhausted.  

But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their 

strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles. 

They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  
:   

Opening Prayer (Unison):  

   Gracious Judge: in your purpose our lives are lived, and by your 

grace our hopes are bright.  Be with us this day and in the coming 

year, forgiving, healing, and saving; so that we may walk without 

fear, in the way of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
Opening Hymn: #172 “We Three Kings”  

 

Prayer of Confession  

        Eternal God: you make all things new, and forgive wrongs we 

can’t forget.  We confess we have spent time without loving, and 

years without purpose, and the calendar condemns us for what we 

have failed to do.  Forgive the past. Do not let evil cripple or shame 

us.  Lead us into the future, free from sin, free to love, and ready to 

work for your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.  

Silent Confession  

Assurance of Pardon  

 

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 

Responsive Reading       Psalm 150, p. 768 

Gloria Patri            #35 in hymnal    

Passing the Peace of Christ:  

  The Peace of Christ be with you 

 And also, with you 

  Let us pass the peace 

   

Scripture:      Isaiah 61: 8-11                Maria Bulson      

  Luke 2: 22-40             Rich Reifsnyder 

Prayer 

Sermon:          “Simeon’s Dream—a 1st Person Narrative”   

The Rev. Richard W. Reifsnyder     

 

TO RESPOND IN FAITH 

 

Offertory – The Holly and the Ivy - Traditional English Carol 

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

                                          

THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE 

 

Hymn   #149 “Angels from the Realms of Glory“  

 

Benediction  

Benediction Response-   God Be with You till We Meet Again  

       

***************************************************** 

Your tithes and offerings may be left in the plates at either entrance to 

the sanctuary.    



 

 

 

 

  



Scripture Lessons for December 31, 2023 

ISAIAH 61: 8-11   

8For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will 

faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting 

covenant with them. 9Their descendants shall be known among the 

nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall 

acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my 

God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has 

covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 

himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her 

jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes 

what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause 

righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LUKE 2:22-40 

22When the time came for their purification according to the law of 

Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 

Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male 

shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice 

according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 

turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 

man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of 

Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him 

by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 

Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; 

and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 

was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and 

praised God, saying, 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant 

in peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your 

salvation, 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a 

light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 

Israel.” 33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was 

being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his 

mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 

many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner 

thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own 

soul too.” 36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, 

of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 

husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of 

eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting 

and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to 

praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 

redemption of Jerusalem. 39When they had finished everything 

required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own 

town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with 

wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 



 


