
The Falls Village Congregational Church 
January 21, 2024 10 a.m.  

3rd Sunday after Epiphany   
The Reverend Richard W. Reifsnyder, Worship Leader 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Ringing of the Bell 

Prelude – It Is Well With My Soul - arr. M. Larkin 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS TO PRAISE 

 

Call to Worship  (from Isaiah 55) 

 

Seek the Lord while he  may be found 

Call  upon him while he is near 

Let the wicked forsake their ways, 

And the unrighteous their thoughts. 

Let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them 

And to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  
:   

Opening Prayer (Unison):  

   O God, light of the minds that know you, life of the souls that 

love you,  strength of the thoughts that seek you: Help us so to 

know you that we may truly love you, and so to love you that we 

may fully serve you, whose service is perfect freedom; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
Opening Hymn: #23 “Praise, my Soul, the God of Heaven”  

 

Prayer of Confession  

   Merciful God: Forgive us, we pray, for our fearfulness, as 

we rely too often upon our own human illusions of control and 

satisfaction, even though we know that these illusions separate us 

from you. Forgive us for not trusting in your grace, in your 

abundance, and help us to rely on the covenant promises that you 

have renewed with every generation. In Jesus name, Amen.  

 

Silent Confession  

Assurance of Pardon  

 

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 

Responsive Reading       Psalm 40: 1-3, 9-11, p. 740.  

Gloria Patri            #35 in hymnal    

Passing the Peace of Christ:  

  The Peace of Christ be with you 

 And also, with you 

  Let us pass the peace 

   

Scripture:      Exodus 3:7-15                Mary Atwood       

  Mark 1: 14-20         Rich Reifsnyder 

Prayer 

Sermon:          “The God in Charge”    

The Rev. Richard W. Reifsnyder     

 

TO RESPOND IN FAITH 

 

Offertory – Lift Your Light - M. McDonald 

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

                                          

THE CHURCH DISPERSES TO SERVE 

 

Hymn   #561 “It is Well with my Soul”   

 

Benediction  

Benediction Response-   God Be with You till We Meet Again  

       

***************************************************** 

Your tithes and offerings may be left in the plates at either entrance to 

the sanctuary.    



 

 

  



Scripture Lessons for January 21, 2024 

EXODUS 3: 7-15   

7Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my 

people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account 

of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8and I 

have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to 

bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a 

land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 

Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 

Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites has now 

come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress 

them. 10So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my 

people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 

11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to 

Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12He said, “I 

will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I 

who sent you: when you have brought the people out of 

Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” 13But 

Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to 

them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and 

they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to 

them?” 14God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said 

further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent 

me to you.’” 15God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say 

to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 

has sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this my 

title for all generations. 

 

MARK 1: 14-20 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 

proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time 

is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 

and believe in the good news.” 16As Jesus passed along the 

Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 

casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And 

Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for 

people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of 

Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat 

mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they 

left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and 

followed him. 

  



 



 


